
The Roma Nation Movement, London, United Kingdom, romanationmovement@gmail.com  

To Ambassador Andrea Orizio 

Head of the OSCE Mission to Serbia 

ppiu-serbia@osce.org 

 
Copy to 

Mr Lamberto Zannier 

OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities 

hcnm@hcnm.org 

 

Ms Ingibjörg Sólrún Gísladóttir 

Director of the OSCE ODIHR 

office@odihr.pl 

 

 

Dear Mr Orizio, 

As representatives of Romani organizations from Europe, we are highly alarmed by the 

announcement of the OSCE vacancy for “Researcher on Radicalization among Roma 

Community in Serbia” (issued by the OSCE Mission to Serbia on 10 July, 2018). 

https://jobs.osce.org/vacancies/researcher-radicalization-among-roma-community-serbia-

local-consultancy-vnsrmc00542 

We are deeply concerned about the growing insecurity of Roma in Europe as result of the 

extreme Anti-Gypsyism in a number of OSCE Member States. Particularly grave is the 

situation of Roma in Ukraine where the OSCE has been actively involved in promoting 

democracy, human rights and conflict prevention during the last decades. Having in mind the 

role of the OSCE in the region of Central and Eastern Europe, we are surprised to see that the 

OSCE Mission to Serbia is looking for consultants to “research and write a report on the 

topics of the prevalence of Roma extremism and radicalization in Serbia”.  

According to Article 5 of the OSCE Cordoba Declaration (2005) incorporated into 

Decision No 10/05 of the OSCE Ljubljana Ministerial Council, the OSCE: “rejects the 

identification of terrorism and extremism with any religion, culture, ethnic group, 

nationality or race”. In this regard, we would appreciate your clarification on the following 

points made on the OSCE website: 

“Some researchers have noted the spread of extremist and radical beliefs among young 

people, including the Roma population”. Could you please specify who these researchers are 

and what are their sources and evidences? 

“Roma communities are ideal targets for radical movements because they are generally 

extremely poor, marginalized, underemployed and have a low level of education”. How did 

the OSCE come to this general conclusion? How does the OSCE define the terms “Roma 

community” and “radical movement”? According to your estimations how many Roma and 

how many non-Roma in Serbia have been targeted by radical movements?     

“Having in mind that the Roma population in Serbia is already stigmatized and 

discriminated in many areas of the public life, there is a need to approach this issue with 
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particular sensitivity and explore the actual facts, actors, drivers, and push and pull factors, 

trends, and overall scope of the radicalization and extremism among the Roma community 

in Serbia”. Does the OSCE imply that radicalization and extremism are already widespread 

among the Roma community in Serbia? How do you measure the radicalization among 

Roma?  

We believe that the clarification of the above questions is important for the future cooperation 

of the OSCE with the Roma community in Serbia, as well as in other OSCE Member States. 

This is also an opportunity for a constructive dialogue between the OSCE and the Roma 

organizations on the issues of Anti-Gypsyism, radicalization and extremism in Europe.   

Best regards, 

Emil Samko, PhD 

Komora obrody rómskeho národa 
Nitra, Slovakia 

 

Danilo Kolompar 

Udruženje Mladih Roma 

Sombor, Serbia 

 

Dragan Beriša 

Udruženje Roma Užice 

Užice, Serbia 

 

Dimitar Georgiev 

Human Rights Project 

Sofia, Bulgaria 

 

Grattan Puxon 

Roma London 

London, United Kingdom 

 

Michael Daduč 

Roma Nation Movement 

London, United Kingdom 

 

Miroslav Klempar 

Awen Amenca z.s. 

Ostrava, Czech Republic 

 

Nicolás Jiménez González 

Asociación Pretendemos Gitanizar el Mundo 

El Campelo, Spain 

 

Robert Rydberg 

Roma Interesseorganisasjon 

Trondheim, Norway 

 

Joseph P. Jones 

Gypsy Cooperative 

Maidstone, United Kingdom 
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